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By Conmttee on Early Learning & K-12 Educati on

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that a critical
factor in the eventual successful outcone of a K-12 education is for
students to begin school ready, both intellectually and socially, to
|l earn. The legislature also finds that, due to a variety of factors,
sone young children need supplenental instruction in preschool to
assure that they have the opportunity to participate neaningfully and
reach the necessary |evels of achievenent in the regular program of
basi ¢ educati on. The legislature further finds that children who
participate in high quality preschool prograns have inproved
educational and Iife outcones and are nore likely to graduate from high
school and pursue higher education, experience successful enploynent
opportunities, and have increased earnings. Therefore the |egislature
intends to create an entitlenment to a program of early learning for
educationally at-risk children beginning Septenber 1, 2011.

The legislature also finds that the state early chil dhood educati on
and assi stance programwas established to help children froml ow i ncone
famlies be prepared for kindergarten, and that the programhas been a

successful nodel for achieving that goal. Therefore, the |legislature
intends that the first phase of inplenenting the program of early
learning for children who are educationally at risk shall be

acconplished by wutilizing the program standards and eligibility
criteria inthe early childhood educati on and assi stance program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. DEFIN TIONS. The definitions in this
section apply throughout this chapter unless the context <clearly
requires otherw se.

(1) "Conmmunity-based early |earning providers"” includes for-profit
and nonprofit |licensed providers of child care and preschool prograns.
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(2) "Departnment” means the departnment of early | earning.

(3) "Director"” nmeans the director of the departnent.

(4) "Programt neans the entitlenment program of early |earning
established in section 3 of this act for children who are determned to
be educationally at risk pursuant to section 4 of this act.

(5) "Superi nt endent” means the superintendent of public
i nstruction.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. PROGRAM STANDARDS. (1) An early learning
program is established, beginning Septenber 1, 2011, to provide
vol untary preschool opportunities for children three and four years of
age who are educationally at risk. The program nust be a conprehensive
program providing early chil dhood education and fam |y support, options
for parental involvenent, and health information, screening, and
referral services, as famly need is determned. Participation in the
program is voluntary. On a space available basis, the program may
allow enrollnment of children who are not otherwise eligible by
assessing a fee.

(2) The first phase of the program shall be inplenented by
utilizing the program standards and eligibility criteria in the early
chi | dhood educati on and assi stance program

(3) Subsequent phases of the programincluding, but not limted to,
program standards and eligibility processes, shall be defined by the
| egi slature after receiving the recommendati ons fromthe superintendent
and the director required in section 9 of this act.

(4) The superintendent and the director jointly shall adopt rules
for the follow ng program conponents, as appropriate and necessary
during the phased i npl enentati on of the program

(a) A process for conducting individual evaluations to determ ne
program eligibility for children who do not qualify under section
4(1)(c) (i) or (ii) of this act, but who may be at risk of being
unprepared for kindergarten for other reasons;

(b) M ni mum program standards, including |ead teacher, assistant
teacher, and staff qualifications;

(c) Approval of program providers;

(d) Accountability and adherence to performance standards; and

(e) A nmethod for allowing, on a space avail able basis, enroll nent
of children who are not otherw se eligible by assessing fees.
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(5) The departnment has adm nistrative responsibility for:

(a) Approving and contracting with providers according to rules
devel oped jointly by the superintendent and the director under this
section;

(b) In partnership with school districts, nonitoring program
quality and assuring the programis responsive to the needs of eligible
chil dren;

(c) Assuring that program providers work cooperatively wth schoo
districts to coordinate the transition from preschool to kindergarten
so that children and their famlies are well-prepared and supported,
and

(d) Providing technical assistance to contracted providers.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. ELIGBILITY. (1)(a) The legislature intends
that eligibility for enrollnment in the program be based on risk factors
whi ch, in the absence of effective intervention, have been identified
by research to correlate with an increased probability of poor
educational outcones. The legislature also intends that children who
do not qualify on the basis of risk factors, but who are determ ned to
be at risk of being unprepared for kindergarten based on an i ndivi dual
eval uation, will be eligible for the program

(b) During the initial phase of inplenentation, the standards in
RCW 43. 215.405(3) wused for eligibility determnations in the early
chi | dhood education and assi stance program shall be used to determ ne
eligibility for the program

(c) During subsequent phases of inplenentation, the follow ng
criteria shall be used for eligibility determ nations:

(i) The child's household incone is at or below one hundred ten
percent of the federal poverty level, as published annually by the
federal departnent of health and human services, and the child's
ci rcunst ances include one or nore risk factors to be determ ned by the
| egislature after receiving recomendations required in subsection
(2)(a) of this section;

(1i1) The child's circunstances include one or nore risk factors to
be determned by the legislature after receiving recomendations
required in subsection (2)(a) of this section; or

(iii) The child has been determned to be at risk of being
unprepared for kindergarten based on an indivi dual eval uati on conducted
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by a school district according to a process approved by the | egislature
after receiving recommendations required in subsection (2)(b) of this
section.

(d) After the individual evaluation process is approved by the
| egi sl ature and i npl enent ed:

(1) School districts, in collaboration with approved early | earning
providers, shall conduct the evaluations to determine a child's
eligibility for participationin the progran and

(1i1) Athree year old child who is determ ned eligible on the basis
of an individual evaluation nmay renmain in the programfor a second year
as a four year old.

(2) The superintendent and the director jointly shall develop
recommendations for |egislative approval regarding:

(a) Risk factors denonstrated by research to correlate with an
i ncreased probability of poor educational outcones which could be used
to determine programeligibility followng the initial phase of program
i npl enmentation including, but not limtedto:

(1) The child has limted English proficiency; and

(ii1) The child's famly is receiving child welfare services under
chapter 13.34 RCW

(b) An evaluation process for use in eligibility determ nations for
children who are not eligible under subsection (1)(c)(i) or (ii) of
this section, but who may be at risk of being unprepared for
ki ndergarten for other reasons. The evaluation process nust be aligned
wth the state's early learning benchmarks and the kindergarten
assessnent described in section 616, chapter 564, Laws of 2009; and

(c) A schedule for inplenenting the individual evaluation process
t hroughout the state, including training for school district personne
and approved early | earning providers.

(3) The superintendent and the director shall report the
recommendati ons required under subsection (2) of this section to the
appropriate commttees of the |egislature not |ater than Novenber 15,
2010.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. FUNDI NG AND STATEW DE | MPLEMENTATI ON. (1)
Funding for the program of early learning established under this
chapter nust be appropriated to the superintendent. Allocations nust
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be made on the basis of eligible children enrolled with eligible

provi ders.
(2) The program shall be inplenented in phases, with the intent
that full inplenentation be achieved in the 2017-18 school year.

(3) For the initial phase of the early |learning programin school
years 2011-12 and 2012-13, funding shall consist of appropriation to
the superintendent of amounts that would otherwi se have been
appropriated for the early chil dhood education and assi stance program
formerly inplenented by the departnent. The legislature shal
appropriate funding to the superintendent for inplenentation of the
early learning programat a |level not |less than the 2009-2011 budget
for the early chil dhood educati on and assi stance program

(4) Beginning in the 2013-14 school year, additional funding for
t he program nust be phased in beginning in school districts having the
hi ghest poverty levels, defined as those school districts with the
hi ghest percentages of enrolled students qualifying for free and
reduced price lunch support in the prior school year.

(5) Funding shall continue to be phased in increnentally each year
until full statew de inplenentation of the early learning programis
achieved in the 2017-18 school year.

(6) School districts and approved conmunity-based early | earning
providers may contract with the departnment to provide services under
the program The departnent shall collaborate with school districts,
communi ty- based providers, and educational service districts to pronote
an adequat e supply of approved providers. A school district nmay not be
required to contract for the provision of services under the program
unl ess no approved comunity-based provider is available within the
district to provide services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 28A 320
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) For the programof early learning established in section 3 of
this act, school districts:

(a) Shall work cooperatively with program providers to coordinate
the transition from preschool to kindergarten so that children and
their famlies are well-prepared and support ed,;

(b) Shall, in collaboration wth providers approved by the
departnment of early |learning, conduct individual evaluations to
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determ ne program eligibility for children who do not qualify under
section 4(1)(c) (i) or (ii) of this act but who nay be at risk of being
unprepared for kindergarten for other reasons; and

(c) May contract with the departnent of early learning to deliver
servi ces under the program

(2) If, however, at the time the program of early |earning
established in section 3 of this act is phased into a school district,
no approved provider is available within the school district to
contract for delivery of services under the program the school
district is required to contract wwth the departnent of early | earning
to deliver the programto eligible children

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A newsectionis added to chapter 43.215 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction and the director of
the departnent jointly shall adopt rules for the follow ng program
conponents, as appropriate and necessary during the phased
i npl enmentati on of the program

(a) Individual evaluations to determne program eligibility for
children not eligible under section 4(1)(c) (i) or (ii) of this act;

(b) Mnimum program standards, including instructor and staff
qual i fications;

(c) Approval of program providers; and

(d) Accountability and adherence to performance standards.

(2) The departnent shall have adm nistrative responsibility for:

(a) Approving and contracting with providers according to rules
devel oped jointly by the superintendent of public instruction and the
di rector under this section;

(b) In partnership with school districts, nonitoring program
qual ity and assuring the programis responsive to the needs of eligible
chil dren; and

(c) Providing technical assistance to contracted providers.

Sec. 8. RCW43.215.020 and 2007 ¢ 394 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The department of early learning is created as an executive
branch agency. The departnent is vested with all powers and duties
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transferred to it under this chapter and such other powers and duties
as may be authorized by | aw.

(2) The primary duties of the departnment are to inplenment state
early learning policy and to coordinate, consolidate, and integrate
child care and early learning prograns in order to adm nister prograns
and funding as efficiently as possible. The departnent's duties
i nclude, but are not limted to, the follow ng:

(a) To support both public and private sectors toward a
conprehensi ve and col | aborative systemof early learning that serves
parents, children, and providers and to encourage best practices in
child care and early | earning prograns;

(b) To make early learning resources available to parents and
caregi vers;

(c) To carry out activities, including providing clear and easily
accessi ble informati on about quality and inproving the quality of early
| earning opportunities for young children, in cooperation with the
nongover nnental private-public partnership;

(d) To admi nister child care and early |earning prograrns;

(e) To standardize internal financial audits, oversight visits
performance benchmarks, and licensing criteria, so that progranms can
function in an integrated fashion;

(f) To support the inplenentation of the nongovernnental private-
public partnership and cooperate with that partnership in pursuing its
goal s including providing data and support necessary for the successful
wor k of the partnership;

(g0 To work cooperatively and in coordination with the early
| ear ni ng counci | ;

(h) To collaborate with the K-12 school system at the state and
| ocal levels to ensure appropriate connections and snooth transitions
between early | earning and K-12 prograns; ((and))

(i) To develop and adopt rules, jointly with the superintendent of
public instruction, for admnistration of the programof early | earning
established in section 3 of this act; and

(J) Upon the devel opnent of an early learning information system
to make available to parents tinely inspection and |icensing action
information through the internet and ot her neans.

(3) The departnent's prograns shall be designed in a way that
respects and preserves the ability of parents and | egal guardians to
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direct the education, devel opnent, and upbringing of their children.
The departnment shall include parents and legal guardians in the
devel opnent of policies and programdecisions affecting their children.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 9. REPORT AND RECOMVENDATI ONS. (1) The
superintendent of public instruction and the director of the departnent
of early learning shall develop recommendations, including proposed
| egislation as appropriate and necessary, to achieve statew de
i npl enentation of the programof early learning for children three and
four years of age who are educationally at risk. The superintendent
and the director shall report to the appropriate commttees of the
| egi slature by January 1, 2011:

(a) Program standards for a devel opnentally appropriate curricul um
to include:

(i) Physical well-being, health, and notor devel opnent;

(i1) Social and enotional devel opnent;

(ti1) Cognition and general know edge;

(iv) Language, literacy, nuneracy, and comruni cati on.

(b) Service standards for famly support and health-rel ated
services to include:

(1) Wrking with parents to access appropri ate nedical, dental, and
ot her health screenings for children;

(ii1) Providing opportunities for parental involvenent, education,
and | eadershi p devel opnent; and

(t1i1) Famly contact designed to assist the child s famly in:

(A) Assessing fam |y strengths and needs;

(B) Setting fam |y goals and revi ewi ng progress;

(C Accessing conmunity resources; and

(D) Coordinating transitions between the program child care, hone,
and ki ndergarten.

(c) A plan for providing technical assistance necessary to support
providers delivering services in wearly childhood education and
assistance prograns and head start progranms in becom ng approved
provi ders of the program

(d) A strategy to optim ze phased inplenentation of the program on
a schedule substantially simlar to the inplenmentation of full day
ki ndergarten after a review of the locations where early chil dhood
education and assi stance prograns are operating.
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(e) The need for transportation services for the program based on
an analysis of the transportation services and arrangenents being
utilized in early childhood education and assi stance prograns and the
need to address future transportation services during subsequent phases
of i nplenentation.

(f) Options for developing socioeconomcally diverse, mxed
cl assroons.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction, the director of the
departnment of early learning, and the director of the office of
financi al managenent, or their respective designees, shall report to
the appropriate commttees of the |egislature by Novenber 15, 2010
with recommendati ons for a budgeting and funding allocation nethod for
t he program based on enrolled eligible students. Recommendati ons nust
i ncl ude a proposed schedul e of inplenmentation consistent with section
5 (2) and (3) of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. Sections 2 through 5 and 12 of this act
constitute a new chapter in Title 28A RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. The followi ng acts or parts of acts, as now
exi sting or hereafter anmended, are each repeal ed, effective Septenber
1, 2011:

(1) RCW 43.215.410 (Early childhood education and assistance
program - Adm ssi on and fundi ng) and 2006 ¢ 265 s 211, 1994 c 166 s 4,
1988 ¢ 174 s 3, & 1985 ¢ 418 s 3; and

(2) RCW 43.215.415 (Early childhood education and assistance
program-Eligi ble providers--State-funded support--Requirenents) and
1994 c 166 s 5, 1988 ¢ 174 s 4, & 1985 c 418 s 4.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. This act may be known as the ready for
school act of 2010."
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On page 1, line 2 of the title, after "children;" strike the
remai nder of the title and insert "amendi ng RCW 43. 215. 020; adding a
new section to chapter 28A.320 RCW adding a new section to chapter
43.215 RCW adding a new chapter to Title 28A RCW creating new
sections; repealing RCW 43.215.410 and 43.215.415; and providing an
effective date."

EFFECT: Renoves the early | earning program from basic educati on.
Adds that the Legislature intends to create an entitlenent for a
program of early learning for educationally at-risk children.

~-- END ---
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